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Jesus:

“You did not choose Me;
but I chose you!”

(John 15:16)

Dedication

Dedicated
to the memory of

Dr. J. A. Muthiah Pandian (1917-2008)
&

Mrs. Hepzie Pandian (1919-2003)

who helped as a runway
for this ministry from its inception in 1971

for the first ten years.

They are the dear parents of
Dr. Mrs. Lilian Stanley.

Almost everyone in this ministry
used to call them as “Uncle ... Aunty.”

Praise God,
who according to His foreknowledge,

has foreordained a family like this!
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“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are

differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And there are
diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in

all” (1 Cor 12:4-6). These inspired words of Apostle Paul help
us to accept and appreciate the various ministries God has raised

down thro’ the centuries to accomplish His plan and purpose
on this earth. God has ordained a specific emphasis and sphere

for each ministry for its operation. Maintaining its God-given
vision is crucial to each ministered set-up to fulfill its mission.

The 1960s and the 1970s were periods of an unusual revival

among God’s people in the Southern States of India. As revival
begets evangelism, this revival gave birth to a number of

Christian ministries. Some of them were local, and others
translocal (Eph 4:11).

The Blessing Youth Mission (BYM), then known as the Full
Gospel Young Men Association (FGYMA), is one among these

translocal ministries. Though the BYM was structured as an
organisation only in 1971-1972, it had its roots in a College

Campus ministry I started in Karaikudi of Tamilnadu, called
Gospel Team, which was functioning actively from 1963 to

1970. The vision that God gave the Blessing Youth Mission
was, “Revival among Youth, and Evangelism through Youth.”

This vision was prophetically given to these youngsters through
two Bible texts, one from the Old Testament and the other from

the New —
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Ezekiel 34:26
“There shall be showers of blessing ... I will make them
and the places all around My hill a blessing.”

Acts 1:8
“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
on you; and you shall be witnesses to Me ... to the end of
the earth.”

On the basis of these promises of God, these young men
called their first Tamilnadu Statewide Camp as the “Blessing
Retreat” in January 1971 in Thanjavur. The Camps of the
following years were called “Blesso”—the abbreviation for
“Bless, O Lord!” The similar programmes for young women
came to be known as “Revivo”—the abbreviation for “Revive
us, O Lord!” The rest is history.

After preparing me “in the wilderness” for about 8 years,
God in His sovereign will called me to lead this ministry of the
Blessing Youth Mission from 1971 to 2003. My professional
training was in building construction, with a specialisation in
foundations. But God graciously enrolled me in the company
of His Kingdom-builders.

The official organ of the BYM is the “Blessing” Magazine

monthly. The first few issues were simply called, “Newsletter.”
I had the privilege of being the Chief Contributing Editor of the
first 333 issues of this Magazine. Besides contributing articles
to this monthly, I used to write one or two-page letters for almost
each issue presenting the news of the ministerial activities with
Scriptural exhortations. This I did in the capacity of the
organisation’s Founder and National Coordinator. I am told that
these letters were the first item the subscribers would read in
each issue. These letters of the first 20 years, 1971-1990, are

compiled here in this book, along with relevant photographs

and select messages. After 1990 I hardly wrote such letters, but

the Magazine was filled with articles, testimonies and field news.

I have named this compilation as “Youth Revival Letters,”

because this book is sure to ignite revival fires in the hearts of

readers, especially youngsters.

In one sense this book is the “history” of the BYM of the first

twenty years. When one writes “history” at a later date, his

personal bias can easily creep in the narrative. But “letters,” not

edited later, are the true presentation of what actually happened.

The Book of Acts, which is a history of Revival and Evangelism,

is actually a “letter” (Acts 1:1). Surprisingly, 23 of the 27 Books

of the New Testament are “letters.” Luke’s Gospel is his first
“letter,” and the Book of Revelation contains 7 letters! The

apostolic letters in the NT were known for their balanced mix

of God’s message and their ministerial news. The letters in this

book are similar to them, but these are not infallible like the

letters in the Bible. Let me list out here a few direct benefits of

this book —

(1) The BYM is now in its 45th year in 2015. A new generation

has come up which is not well aware of the beginnings of this

ministry. God teaches us through history (1 Cor 10:11).

Unfortunately, the only thing we learn from history is that we

don’t learn from history! Here’s God’s call to the future

generations: Isa 51:1,2, “Look to the rock from which you were

hewn, and to the hole of the pit from which you were dug. Look

to Abraham your father, and Sarah who bore you; for I called

him alone, and blessed him and increased him!” The beginnings

are the foundation on which the future ministry, the

superstructure, is to be built (1 Cor 3:10). Apostle Paul often

reminded young Timothy of this truth (2 Tim 3:14). Jesus

checked deviations by referring to “what was in the beginning”
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(Mt 19:8). A careful reading of this book will safeguard the

present and the future generations of BYMers from sidetracking

and losing the original vision. God’s anointing will be sufficient

only for His specific calling. The prophetic messages I delivered

in 1980 and 1988 are included in this Volume (Pages 514-543

& 911-920). Their relevance for today is significant.

(2) In Church history we have consistently observed two

things: (a) The stories of Revival have driven God’s people to

their knees to cry desperately for His fresh visitation; (b) The

biographies and autobiographies of Missionaries have

challenged youngsters and propelled them to go into the needy

areas of the world. I believe that this book in the same way will
be used of God to promote Holy Spirit Revival and New

Testament Evangelism. The readers will cry out to God, “Will

You not revive us again?” The Goliath-like challenges cannot

be faced unless the young Davids in our Churches are brought

to the battlefront. According to Prophet Joel, it is our “sons and

daughters and young men” who will take the centerstage in

God’s endtime outpouring (Acts 2:17). Give this book to

Christian youth and see what happens! They would crusade

against carnality, commercialism and hypocrisy in God’s work.

The Church will then restore Apostolic Evangelism and

Prophetic Teaching.

(3) This book presents accounts of what God did through

ordinary young men and young women. The clergy-laity divide

is unbiblical and it has stunted Church growth. The rediscovery

of the priesthood and the prophethood of all believers will be

the restoration of New Testament Christianity (1 Pet 2:4,5,9;

Acts 2:17). Though there’s a growing need for Missionaries to

be sent to and be stationed in virgin soils to plant Churches,

total evangelisation of India and the world will be a remote

possibility unless every Christian involves himself in active

soulwinning and neighbourhood evangelism. This is the original

vision of the BYM which is to continue essentially as a lay

movement. In fact, there were no fulltimers in BYM (FGYMA)

in its first four years! We are strong believers in the prophetic

statement of Missionary-Evangelist T.L. Osborn (1923-2013):

“The laymen will write the last chapter of Church history!” All
soulwinners are “stars,” and Jesus is the “Superstar!” (Dan 12:3;

Rev 22:16).

(4) Here’s a manual for the BYMers for praising God for

what He has done. Like Psalm 136, the letters in this book

mentions the names of so many people and places who otherwise
would be forgotten! How does King Sihon or King Og interest

us? (vv19,20). What are we to do with the list of names in

Romans 16? Epaenetus (v5), Antronicus (v7), Junia (v7),

Ampilias (v8), Urbanus (v9),  Stachys (v9), Triphena, Tryphosa

and Persis (12). Apostle Paul was so blessed with the cooperation

of Euodia, Synteche and Clement in his missionary work that

he says that their names are in the “Book of Life!” (Phil 4:2,3).

Some of the brothers and sisters named in Youth Revival Letters

have gone to be with the Lord. Their year of birth and year of

death are indicated. They are watching our activities from Above.

Praise God for their lives. Their names are listed under “Cloud

of Witnesses” on pages 1018-1022. Not just the prominent
figures but also ordinary people like the “poor man” of

Eccleciastes 9:14,15 find a place in this book. But there have

been still thousands of faithful workers, behind the stage, whose

names are not mentioned here. God reward them!

(5) From the time I retired from the leadership responsibilities
in the BYM in 2003, though invitations have been there, I have

drastically cut short my participations in the Mission’s main
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gatherings. Though letters keep coming from the present leaders,

saying, “Is not the BYM your child? Our sons and daughters do

not have the privilege of listening to your inspired sermons,” I

have no guidance to accept these invitations. I beseech the

younger generation to be benefitted through my books, CDs and

articles, and march forward. Every young man and young woman

should read this book. There are friends who call the first 20

years (1970-1990) of FGYMA (BYM), when what’s mentioned in

this book happened, as the Mission’s golden age. I don’t want to

call it like this. Was not the latter wine tastier than the former?

(Jn 2:10). Cannot the glory of the latter Temple more than that

of the former? (Hagg 2:9).

(6) Besides letters, this book also contains sample reports of

Revival Camps, Youth Rallies, Study and Training Programmes,

Outreach Activities and the like. The “Blesso” Camps for men

and “Revivo” for women were the main annual Revival events

in which the delegates refuelled their vehicles and recharge their

batteries. In each of these 3-day Camps a particular Biblical

theme was studied at length. (See pages 993 & 994). Brothers

K. Ponraj Isaac, V. Ezekia Francis and S. Jason Pandian

composed theme songs for each of these Camps in accordance

with the studies I prepared on the respective Theme. These songs

became hits! Because the audience was over 75% Tamil, these

Theme Songs were in Tamil only. However, they are included

appropriately in this English edition also. The self-examination

questions used in these Camps are also included here. This will

help readers experience a personal revival. The photographs

are action-packed to inspire you. Some of you will see yourselves

in these photgraphs in your youthhood! Here’s an opportunity

for you to check whether you are maintaining your “first love”

for God! (Rev 2:4,5).

(7) This book is like an orchard. As you go through this, you

can pluck and eat various kinds of fruits which I would dare to

call as “Biblical Principles for Christian Ministry.” The

spontaneity and the supernaturalness of the happenings

mentioned in this book will attest this. Anyone in Christian work,

fulltime or otherwise, can study this book as a course for

prepartion or rejuvenation. You will not be satisfied with status

quo, and your expectations will soar high.

To be honest, while compiling these materials and

proofreading them, my heart was literally broken and my eyes

were full. I kept pleading before the Lord —

“Will You not revive us again

that Your people may rejoice in You?”

(Psalm 85:6)

— R. Stanley
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“There shall be showers of blessing,”
This is the promise of love;
There shall be seasons refreshing
Sent from the Saviour above.

Showers of blessing
Showers of blessing we need;
Mercy drops round us are falling,
But for the showers we plead.

“There shall be showers of blessing,”
Precious reviving again,
Over the hills and the valleys
Sound of abundance of rain.

“There shall be showers of blessing,”
Send them upon us, O Lord!
Grant to us now a refreshing,
Come and now honour Thy Word.

“There shall be showers of blessing,”
O, that today they might fall;
Now as to God we’re confessing,
Now as on Jesus we call.

The Song of Promise

“There shall be showers of blessing!”

(Ezekiel 34:26)

Composed by—

Major Daniel Webster Whittle

1840-1901

An Army Officer

during the Civil War, USA

The “Gospel Team” in the Karaikudi Engineering College Campus
was led by R. Stanley from 1963 to 1968,

and by A. Lionel from 1968 to 1970.
This photograph was taken in Tiruchy

while they were preparing for the Blessing Retreat, 1971.

The Beginnings

A few members of the Gospel Team in Karaikudi.
S. Ebenezer, sitting first in the rear row,
is the first soul R. Stanley led to Christ!


