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How to Preach God’s Word effectively

Introduction

 The primary ministry of a Pastor —

“Feed the flock” (1 Pet 5:1,2; Psa 23:1,2)

God’s complaint — Ezek 34:1-3

 Preaching involves 2-fold preparation:

a) Preparation of the Preacher

b) Preparation of the Sermon

(A) Preparation of the Preacher

i) A right attitude towards the Bible

 The Bible is the Word of God.

Inerrency, Inspiration, Infallibility

Know this “first” — 2 Pet 1:20,21

 The Bible is supreme.

Psa 138:2 ... magnified Your Word ...

“In the beginning was the Word.”

 The Bible does not get its authority from the Church;

 but the Church gets its authority from the Bible.

Traditions are secondary —

Mt 15:3-6 ... traditions ... Word of God

 The Bible is sufficient.

Do not add, avoid or alter anything.

 More important than dreams, visions or any experience—

Jer 23:28,29 ... chaff before grain?

2 Pet 1:16-21 ... Peter’s experience

 The Scripturalness of a ministry decides its destiny —

 Wise man (Mt 7:24,25)

 Wise builder ... fire (1 Cor 3:9-15)
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 Billy Graham’s repeated saying in his sermons —

“The Bible says ...”

ii) A life according to the Word of God

 What right do you have?

Psa 50:16-20

 Should you not teach yourself?

Rom 2:17-24

 The hard-working farmer

2 Tim 2:6 (If he is not benefitted, how will others be?)

 Jesus did not preach like the scribes

Mt 7:28,29

Because — Mt 23:1-4

(The Scribes do not do what they preach.)

 Lest I be disqualified ...

1 Cor 9:27

 Jesus used the Word to overcome temptations

in His own life — Mt 4:4,7,10

iii) The Anointing of the Holy Spirit

 Jesus: The Spirit of the Lord upon Me — Lk 4:16-19

 Tarry in Jerusalem — Lk 24:46-49

Spoke the Word  with boldness — Acts 4:31

 Gifts of the Spirit — 1 Cor 12:7-9

Wisdom, Knowledge, Prophecy, Discernment

 The Holy Spirit is the Author of the Bible.

Mere letter kills — 2 Cor 3:6

The words I speak ... spirit and life — Jn 6:63

Now we move to the second part —

(B) Preparation of the Sermon

i) Regular Bible Meditation

 Devotional Meditation

 Analytical Study

Need to nourish our souls on a daily basis —

“Man shall not live by bread alone” (Mt 4:4)

Daily Quiet Time.

Set aside time each week for analytical study also.

Don’t become too busy with administrative matters

(Acts 6:1-4)

Tools for study —

 A good Translation (NKJV, ESV, NIV)

 Study Bibles

 Bible Dictionaries

 Concordances

ii) Prayer for your congregation

Jer 9:1 ... tears for my people ...

Fasting is helpful.

Jesus prayed and preached —

 Lk 21:37,38

   5:15,16

   6:12,20

When we wait on the Lord, we receive and understand —

 The BURDEN of the Lord

Isa 13:1/15:1/17:1/19:1/21:1/22:1/23:1

The feeling of a fully pregnant woman

 The WORD of the Lord

Jer 2:1/7:1/11:1/14:1/16:1

Fire in my bones — Jer 20:9

Heart reaches hearts; head reaches heads!
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Logos vs. Rhema

We are to be prophetic in our preaching.

 The SAYINGS of the Spirit

Rev 2:7,11,17,29

  3:6,13,22

iii) Then comes the table work.

Structuring/building a Sermon

Introduction — Body — Conclusion

Illustrations, Quotes, etc.

Sermon notes must be clear and legible.

 Topical Sermons —

Repentance, Relationships, Sanctification,

Prayer, Bible Meditation, Witnessing,

Giving, Suffering, Second Coming, etc.

 Expository Sermons —

Verses/Passages/Chapters

All these mean spending lot of time in study.

If we are casual here,

we are unfaithful to the congregations and to God.

(C) Delivery of the Sermon

  Stand up before the congregation with —

 brokenness (1 Cor 2:3)

 boldness (1 Cor 2:4)

( 2 Tim 4:17)

 Lead the congregation to read the references.

 People must be urged to bring Bibles

to Church.

(Challenge them about Bibleless languages.)

  Only when they turn to the references,

they involve/participate in the study.

Acts 17:10-12 ... Bereans

 Demand a verdict!

If you aim at nothing, you will always hit it!

Expect something to happen!

(Prophet Ezekiel ... Dry bones moved!)

Do not worry if people are disturbed —

Jn 6:66-69 ... Many left Jesus.

Altar call —
John the Baptist ... “What shall we do?”

Lk 3:10-14

Peter at Pentecost ... “What shall we do?”

Acts 2:37

This is like pulling the net from the sea.

 Understand the conditions of the congregation.

They are suffering from —

 Underfeeding — Biblical illiteracy.

Teach the “whole” counsel of God

Acts 20:26-28

“All” Scripture ... Therefore preach the Word!

2 Tim 3:14-4:2a

 Wrong feeding

— Endtime sign ... 2 Tim 4:2-5
— Prosperity doctrine ... Phil 3:17-19

— Deceptive philosophies ... Acts 19:8-10

 Non-specific feeding

Various groups in the congregation must receive

appropriate messages.
eg)  John — 1 Jn 2:12-14

 Timothy — 1 Tim 5:1-3
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What to Remember when you Preach

Introduction

 The 2-fold call of each Christian —

a) To praise God (1 Pet 2:5) — Worship

b) To proclaim His Name (          :9) — Witness

So much is talked about worship,

but very little about witnessing —

Witnessing can be either

person-to-person or from pulpit.

It’s God’s will that all of His Children

“speak forth” (= prophesy) for Him —

Acts 2:17,18

When you are a “zealous” Christian,

sometime or the other you will have an invitation

to preach.

What to remember when you preach —

Text: 2 Corinthians 2:12-17

1. Your WORTHINESS is of God only.

 You are there because “God” put you there —

— an open door “by the Lord” (v12)

This inner conviction a must to be effective on the pulpit —

Testimony: How I accept/refuse an invitation

 “Who is sufficient for these things?” (v16b)

The answer is, “No one!”

“Our sufficiency is of God” (2 Cor 3:5)

Not because of what you’ve attained, but obtained!

1 Cor 15:9,10 ... I am what I am by the grace of God!

 Treasure in “earthern” vessels —

2 Cor 4:7

It’s the treasure that’s important.

 What about “Preach what you practise?” —

 We are not called to preach our experiences

but God’s Word—

Not what we are but who He is!

 Preach what you believe (2 Cor 4:13)

Endeavour sincerely to practise what you preach.

Do not allow the devil to intimidate you

by pointing out any shortcoming in your life.

Repent of it and be cleansed (2 Tim 2:21)

 Be always aware of the “authority” you have for

preaching —

Mt 28:18,19

2 Tim 4:1,2

This is what gives you “boldness” to preach!

2. You are to preach the WORD.

“We do not adulterate the Word of God” (v17a)

 Present trend —

“so many” — majority of preachers

“peddling” — adulterating for gain

(i.e. Preaching what people want, not what they need)

This is consumerism.

Preaching has become a business; a performance.
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 Decide to preach the Word faithfully —

Jer 23:28,29 ... Dream ... chaff ... fire

 Before you speak the Word,

you must saturate yourself with the Word.

 “What I received from the Lord ...” (1 Cor 11:23a; 15:3)

Ruminate it  Meditate

Study

Compare

The experience of a pregnant woman.

Conception and then gestation —

Otherwise miscarriage or premature baby!

 Cursed is the man who does God’s work casually —

Jer 48:10 — Reference to the Sword of the Spirit

A Picture of “no homework” (v11)

“Memorize” as many Bible verses of your sermon

 as possible.

Preach with well-prepared notes.

3. You are to declare God’s WISDOM.

“Diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge everywhere”

(v14b)

 God’s eternal purpose is to fill the Earth

with His knowledge —

This He does in 2 stages:

I — Filling the Church with His Wisdom

(Col 1:9,10)

II — Filling the world with His Wisdom

thro’ the Church

(Eph 3:10)

Stage II is not possible without Stage I —

I — Reviving the Christians

II — Reaching the non-Christians

 While preparing the sermon,

pray for the revelation of God’s Wisdom to you —

1 Cor 2:7-10

Pray for a manifestation of the gifts of —

a) Word of Wisdom

b) Word of Knowledge (1 Cor 12:8)

This is where a “freshness” of mind is necessary.

Avoid distractions during sermon preparation.

It’s a ministry you must first receive in your spirit —

1 Cor 2:10-12

4. You are engaged in a WARFARE.

“always leads us in triumph” (v14a)

“aroma of death ... life ...”  (v16)

This is a victory procession following battle.

 Preaching is fighting!

— against the forces of darkness which blind people

(2 Cor 4:3-6)

 Open door “and” enemies —

1 Cor 16:9

“The Lord stood with me ... preaching ... lion ...”

2 Tim 4:17

Satan is angry with right preaching, because —

a) It exposes his lies as the Truth is expounded.

b) It emancipates his captives from his clutches.

 The “Word” pictures —

Hammer — to break (Jer 23:29)

Sword — to pierce (Eph 6:17)

Fire — to burn (Jer 23:29)


