Blessed to Bless!

ﬂ Introduction

B God used so many men and women to carry out
His purposes on earth, but only one was made the “father”
of all those who believe —
Abraham
Rom 4:11 ... father of all who believe
.. father of many nations
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This has a missionary purpose.
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p . Abraham was the first missionary —
‘;‘Evangells M & Gen 12:1-3 ... Go ...
B ey e 'O al v l-a_-:-.":u"_-::"- ey, Twofold Promise:
N (a) I will bless you.
(b) You shall be a blessing.
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So much is talked about (a),
but too little about (b).

i, ;‘:j:;;:'fm';;é’ i.e. Privilege to be Blessed

—— vs.
: Responsibility to be a Blessing

®m The very first call of Jesus —

Mt 4:19 ... “T’ll make you fishers of men”
i.e. “I'll make you a blessing!”

The basic teaching of Jesus —

Mt 5:13 ... “salt”
— for the earth

:14 ... “light”
— of the world
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God’s missionary purpose —
Salt: Not to be kept in the bottle
— but to be shaken and spread, sprayed.
Otherwise “too salty”

Light: Not to be kept under a basket
— but to be shining
Otherwise “too flashy”

Bottle ... Basket ... Church compound,
our own community (even Carols!)

B Why did God choose the Jews —

Nothing special about them,
but to make them channels of blessing (Isa 43:21)

Salt to be sprayed — Jesus’ Sermon to Jews

Their failure:
Separation X Seclusion
Integration, Infusion x Isolation, Insulation

Because they failed,
God bypassed them & has chosen us, non-Jews—
1 Pet 2:9,10 ... Once not a people, but now His own

Everything God gives us is to be used to bless others—
“Blessed to Bless!”
God’s blessings to us to make us a blessing to others —

1. Peace
O Jn 20:21 ... “Peace ... As the father sent Me ...”
Fear/Questions/Doubts/Turbulent minds —
“Shalom!”
O This peace is not just for us —
Eph 2:17 ... “far and near!”
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O That’s why,
“Whichever house you enter, say Peace! ...”
Lk 10:5
Peace for family — Lydia
Cornelius
Jailer
Zacchaeus

O “Beautiful feet”... Rom 10:15
“Gospel of Peace”
O Peacemakers ... sons of God (Mt 5:9)
i.e Help people make peace with God & men

O Ever ready ... Eph 6:15
Shoes ... Gospel of Peace!
i.e. Buy every opportunity to share the Gospel.
Do not lose any chance.
2. Power
Acts 1:8
— Not a political kingdom or political liberation (v6)

O Jesus’ Testimony:
Anointed to Preach (Lk 4:18,19)

O Fellowship of the Spirit for witnessing —
Acts 5:32 (Peter & Apostles)
O Every time they were filled with the Spirit,
it was for a renewed boldness—
Acts 4:31
Not for excitement/enjoyment
“The place was shaken ...”
O Tarrying is only “until ...”
Then Go!
(Lk 24:47-49)
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