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Who is a True Christian?

A Study from the Epistle of James

Introduction

 Each book in the Bible deals with a specific theme,

even though several subjects are referred to.

eg) Romans — Justification by Faith

Ephesians — Heavenly Blessings on Earth

Philippians — Joy amidst Suffering

There’s one book which is dedicated to explain

practical Christianity —

Epistle of James

In the entire NT, the definition for TRUE RELIGION is

found in this book only — (1:27)

 This Epistle is not regional but universal in scope

(Geographical)

1:1 ... “scattered abroad”

out of Palestine and settled thro’out

the Mediterranean world.

 For all time (Historical and Chronological)

From “scattering” (1:1) to “Second Coming” (5:8,9)

 Both about belief & behaviour (Theological & Practical)

2:19,20

Very practical: waves ... tree ... fields ... horses ...

Not just hearing but also doing (1:22)
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 The Epistle is soft as well as strong —

eg) “My brothers” (14 times) 1:2,16,19; 2:1,5,14; 3:1,10;

4:11; 5:7,9,10,12,19

“Foolish man” ... 2:20

“Adulterers ... Adulteresses” ... 4:4

 Practical but sound in theology —

Immutable Character of the Father (1:17,27)

Indwelling Presence of the Spirit (4:5)

Imminent Return of the Son (5:8,9)

 Linked to the other portions of the Bible

(Canonical, Scriptural) —

Atleast 40 allusions to the OT.

More than 20 to the Sermon on the Mount.

 Background of the author —

First rejected Jesus even though he was His first eldest

half brother (Mk 6:3; Jn 7:5).

Later he became a pillar of the Church (Gal 2:9).

He was called “James the Just.”

An intelligent and practical man.

Marks of a True Christian from the Epistle of James —

1. He resists temptations relentlessly.

There is no one who will not be tempted.

There is no area where we will not be tempted.

Temptations intensify immediately after Rebirth.

Temptation is not sin —

Jesus was “tempted like us in all points” (Heb 4:15)

How to overcome —

(a) Don’t blame God for temptations (Js 1:13-16)

Desires  Temptations  Sin  Death

  eg) Going to a place of temptation.

Accept personal responsibility for failures.

Adam blamed “God” for his failure.

(b) Put an end to double-mindedness (4:7-9)

Hate sin outrightly. (Secret desires)

Do not compromise.

Sorrow deeply for failures —

“lament ... mourn ... weep”

Only total surrender to God gives you power to resist Satan

 (4:7)

(c) Steer clear of the sinful ways of the world.

Do not flirt around its allurements (4:4,5)

1:27c ... unspotted by the world.

Downward trend everywhere

God rewards those who say no to sin — (1:12)

2. He controls his tongue diligently.

 Super-importance of tongue-control:

1:26 ... useless religion

3:2 ... perfect man ... whole body

 Difficulty of tongue-control —

3:3-8 ... Illustrated by

horses (v3)

ships (v4)

fire (v5)

birds, beasts, fish (v7)


