B
What is the Bible?

E There are atleast 12 Names given in the New Testament
for the Bible.

Each one has a specific emphasis relating to the “message”
it brings.

1. “The Word of God”
— A message backed by God’s authority
Mt 4:4
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2. “The Word of the Lord/ Christ”
....,..w.‘..w..;:"‘ g — A message about Jesus Christ. He is central.
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' Acts 8:25/Col 3:16
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— A message authored by the Holy Spirit

: . metﬂne"“m: A 2 Pet 1:20,21
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TR S 4. “The Word of the Gospel”

i I s — A message which is Good News to man
Acts 15:7

5. “The Word of Reconciliation”
— A message that calls man to reconcile with God
2 Cor 5:19

6. “The Word of Salvation”
— A message that saves man from sin
Acts 13:26
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7. “The Word of God’s Grace”
— A message that builds us up in His Church
Acts 20:32

8. “The Word of Truth”
— A message that exposes Satan’s lies
2 Cor 6:7

9. “The Word of Life”
— A message that expels darkness (v15)
Phil 2:16

10. “The Word of Righteousness”
— A message that leads us in holy living
Heb 5:13

11. “The Word of Faith”
— A message that creates faith on the finished work of
Christ and on the unseen God
Rom 10:8

12. “The Good Word of God”
— A message from God for our good
Heb 6:5

No other Scripture in the world fulfills all these needs in the
lives of men and women. This full-orbed and multi-faceted
benefit of the Bible is because of the fact that the Bible is God’s
very Word, and no one but the Creator knows the needs of His
creation.

We must keep this wholesome view of the Bible in mind in all
types of Bible study.
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El
The Benefits of the Bible

Introduction

B The Old Testament presents several stories
of Revival & Restoration.

An outstanding Revival —

Revival under King Josiah —

2 Ki 22-24/ 2 Chr 34,35
2 Ki22:1... 8years to 39 years ... i.e. 31 years.
:2 ... Brief testimony about him
2 Chr 34:3,4 ... Thorough purging in Jerusalem ...

The most outstanding event in his reign was the finding
of the Book of God in the Temple —
2 Ki 22:8
He found out the reason for their deplorable condition —
(v13)
This is the true picture of the Church today —
The Book of God is lost in the House of God!
If the Bible is restored to its right place,
all the ills in the Church will be healed!

B Back to the Bible!

The Bible is No.1 bestseller, no doubt;
not how many are sold, but how many are read!
If all the unread Bibles are collected,
no need to print Bibles for another 10 years!

The reason for not using the Bible properly is that
we have not understood its benefits properly.
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Let’s see six of its practical uses —

1. Our Daily Bread

Mt 4:4 ... The first recorded reference
to the Scriptures by Christ
eg) Job 23:12 ... A necessity, not just a nicety!

Strengthening of the inner man ... spiritual ills
O Food for the mind

eg) Jesus’interest in the Scripture gave Him
understanding beyond His years (Lk 2:47,52)

Psalmist — Psa 119:99,100
.. “more than my teachers”
Phil 4:8 ... Whatever things are true ...
.7 ... Peace of God thro’ Prayer
:9 ... God of Peace thro’ Scriptures

Use a Bible Reading Calendar.

Consider a day without the Bible as ill-spent —
Psa 1:2 ... Day & Night
Daily Guidance — “Whatever that man does ...”
(LIGHT) “The Lord knows the of the righteous”

O Health to the body
Mt 8:8,16 ... Jesus healed the sick thro’ His Word
Psa 107:20 ... He sent His Word and healed them
(Get a Study Bible & a Bible Dictionary)

2. Highway of Holiness

Jn 17:17 ... Sanctify them by Your truth
15:3 ... Clean by the Word

Paul says the same: “Christ washing by Word” (Eph 5:26)
Psa 12:6 ... Purity ... like silver purified 7 times!
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It is opposed to all malice — 1 Pet 2:1,2
An antidote for backsliding —

Psa 19:7-13 ... errors ... secret faults ...
presumptuous sins ... great transgression
A mirror that exposes (Js 1:23-25)
A scalpel that penetrates (Heb 4:12,13)
It brings on us an irresistible conviction
(2 Ki 22:11 ... tore his clothes)
Sin will keep us from the Bible, or the Bible will keep us

from sin! Psa 119:104 ... I hate every false way ...
— especially, youngsters (v9)

Do not just read the Book;
let the Book read you!

3. Sword of the Lord
How Jesus defeated Satan —
“It is written” — Mt 4:4,7,10
When the devil quoted a Scripture, Jesus said —
“Itis written!”
These 3 temptations are representative —

a) Stones — lust of flesh — good to eat
b) Kingdoms — lust of eyes — good to see | “The World”
c) Tower — pride of life — be like gods

We can overcome these when the Word abides in us —
1Jn 2:14b,16
World X Word

— Bondage to certain habitual sins —
Jn 8:32-34 ... Truth makes you free!
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