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“Every teacher,

instructed about the Kingdom of Heaven,

is like a houseowner

who brings out of his treasure

things new and old!”

(Jesus in Matthew 13:52)
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About this Book...

This book, titled Bible Treasures, is a compilation of my actual

sermon notes used for a weekly 30-minute Telecast, named

Sound Doctrine, English to Tamil, from November 2008 to

January 2013. I dwelt on 20 subjects, from Repentance to Death,

developing each subject through 10 lessons.

I have given the name, Bible Treasures, to this book because

while preparing each of these 200 lessons, I spared no pains in

searching the Scriptures “as for hidden treasures” (Prov 2:4,5).

Each finding, besides giving me a better understanding of the

subject, made me literally leap for joy “as the one who finds

great treasure” (Psa 119:162). Testimonies have been coming

in from the thousands of viewers of my Telecast worldwide on

the same lines. Given another life, I would spend even more

time in searching the Scriptures, because, as the Psalmist has

confessed, “O Lord, I have seen a limit to all perfection; but

Your commandment is exceedingly broad!” (Psa 119:96).

The exclamations of the viewers of these Sound Doctrine

Telecast talks run like these: “I never knew that such a verse

was there in the Bible... I never thought that this was the real

meaning of this passage... I’m so enlightened by the way you

balance extreme emphases... Has the Bible so much to say on

this subject? and so on.” I am encouraged that my labour has

not gone in vain.

These lessons are meant to help you escape the floods of

false doctrines and to be established in the sound doctrine of

God’s Word.  As it has been always, false teachers outnumber

the faithful teachers of God’s Word. Indicating that genuine

Bible teachers would be a minority, Apostle Paul admonished

young Titus, “But as for you, speak the things which are proper

for sound doctrine” (Tit 2:1). The Apostle also predicted, “The
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time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but

according to their own desires, because they have itching ears,
they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn

their ears away from the truth and be turned aside to fables” (2
Tim 4:3,4). These times are already on us. Pulpits are filled

with stories and narratives of personal experiences rather than
the solid preaching of the Word. There’s a “famine for the Word”

as predicted by Prophet Amos (Am 8:11). Sensationalism has
replaced the Scriptures. Man’s traditions have replaced God’s

Truth (Mt 15:3,6; Mk 7:8,9).

It is not possible to teach sound “doctrine” without “reproof,
correction and instruction” (2 Tim 3:16,17). Which means,

unlearning is a prerequisite for proper learning. It was not
enough to say, “Let there be light !” Light had to be “divided”

from the darkness (Gen 1:3,4). All that we have learnt wrongly
must be flushed out if the unadulterated truth must settle in

our hearts. That’s why Jesus first told the people, “How NOT
TO Pray” before teaching them, “How TO Pray!” He followed the

same procedure while teaching on almsgiving and fasting also
(Mt 6:1-7, 16-18). Did not God commission Prophet Jeremiah

first to “root out, pull down, destroy and throw down” before he
could “build and plant?” (Jer 1:10). Eight out of the Ten

Commandments tell us what we must NOT do! (Ex 20:1-17).

I have followed this seemingly “negative” approach in teaching
the 20 subjects in this book. I’ve titled the topics as, “How not

to Repent... How not to Pray ... How not to Lead ... How not to
Die.” It’s both difficult and delicate to give “corrective” teaching.

At times I may sound “critical” but consistently my intention
has been to be just “analytical.” Because unlearning is more

difficult than learning, not everyone may embrace the truths
presented in this book. But unless we have a “love for the Truth,”

we will fall victims to “lie and deception” (2 Thess 2:9-11). It’s
through “warning and teaching” that we are made “perfect”

(Col 1:28).
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It won’t be beneficial to read this book as a story book with
running matter. Each line is condensed for brevity and there
are nearly 6000 Scripture references. Take time to turn to all
the references in your Bible and understand the context. I have
given enough line space and marginal space on each page to jot
down your own thoughts that come up during meditation. You
may pick up any subject at random, but I would advise you to
go in the serial order, because that’s a logical sequence. You
can study this book either individually or collectively in your
Bible Study groups. You may need a minimum of two to three
hours to study one lesson. I recommend this as a Home Bible
Study Course. These lessons originally given as Telecast Talks
are available as individual Packs of 2 DVDs or a Pouch of 40
DVDs. These are also available in MP3 format. (See page 826).
This book and the DVDs together will greatly enrich your Biblical
understanding. They are theological as well as practical.

A Scripture Index, a Subject Index and a Character Index
are added at the end of the book, pages 793-824. Pastors and
Preachers and serious students of the Scriptures will find these
Indexes handy for topical study or sermon preparation. A book
of this nature is bound to have some typing errors. Your
corrections welcome.

I am inexpressibly grateful to Mr. K. Gunasekaran for his
patient typing and pagesetting, my daughter Mrs. Evangeline
Jones for her meticulous proofreading, Messrs. Suthakar, Maria
Joseph, Ruso, Jason, Manivannan, Saroj and Arputham for
duly preparing the Scripture Index, Subject Index and Character
Index. God reward the selfless labour of all these friends, and
several others whose names are too numerous to mention.

The godly couple, Aquila and Priscilla, helped Apollos, who
was already a “fervent” and “bold” preacher, to understand the
way of God “more accurately” (Acts 18:24-28). May this book
help you this way! That’s my prayer.

—R. Stanley
April 2013
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A Prayer

Blessed are You, O Lord!
Teach me Your statutes.

Open my eyes that I may see
wondrous things from Your Law.
Revive me according to Your Word.

Teach me good judgment
and knowledge, because I believe

Your commandments.
Uphold me according to Your Word,

that I may live.
Direct my steps by Your Word.

I rejoice at Your Word
as one who finds great treasure.

Let my soul live,
and it shall praise You!
Amen and Amen!

(Psalm 119:12,18,25b,28b,66,116a,133a,170b,162,175a)
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A model congregation

Those in the City of Berea

were more fair-minded

than those in Thessalonica,

because

they not only received the Word

with all readiness,

but also searched the Scriptures daily

to find out

whether these things were so!

(Acts 17:11)
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